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ISAN AGM minutes 2017 (draft) 
 
Date and location: 3pm Friday 1st Sept 2017, WINC Aichi, Nagoya, as part of ISAN 2017 
Apologies: Ann Goodchild (AG), Kalyanam Shivkumar, Ruy Campos, Nicola Montano, Ana 
Takakura, Julian Paton 
Chairing: Kevin Shoemaker (KS) 
Others present include: Jeff Ardell (JA), Bruno Bonaz, Keith Brain (KB), John Horn, Harumi 
Hotta, Bill Farquhar, Roy Freeman (RF), Vaughan Macefield (VM), Simon McMullan, Paul 
Pilowsky, Javier Stern and Yvette Tache.  
 
1. Confirmation of Quorum and Apologies: Quorate (15 financial members present; 123 
financial members); others in attendance 
 
2. Approval of minutes of AGM for ISAN for 2015 (Stresa meeting). No objections. 
 
3. Matters arising from the 2015 minutes. Nil. 
 
4. Committee reports upon the transactions of the Association since the last general 
meeting 
 
President’s report (Kevin Shoemaker): 

• Moved a vote of thanks to Javier Stern (IPC), the Local Organizing Committee, the 
venue staff (particularly for the excellent audiovisual services), KB and VM. 

• Noted that conference abstracts were no longer being printed by Elsevier, but were 
available on the dedicated conference app (Whova). After the meeting a stable online 
archive should be found, potentially on the ISAN website. A better long-term solution 
would be a recognized independent manuscript archive. 

Treasurer (AG): AG wasn’t present at the meeting, but a written report was read [and 
consider in conjunction with slides the reports on slides 3-5 of the AGM presentation, 
attached as an Appendix]. This was as follows: 

“I present the balance sheet and the profit and loss (P&L) statements of the society. With 
respect to these financial statements I think most things are pretty straightforward with the 
society holding approx. $AUD136,000 held in term deposits (TD) and an at-call account. As 
in most countries the TD rates are rather low currently in the order of 2-2.4%. Please note the 
financial year in Australia runs from 1st July to 30th June so the accounts are presented at the 
30th June each year. 
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Items that may require explanation are the ‘Loan to’ and ‘Loan from ISAN conference’- this 
is related to ISAN2015 held in Italy. 
The details are as follows: 

(1) ISAN provided some Seed Funding to this conference back in May 2014 ($22,086.53) 
and February 2015 ($3,784.61), a total of $25,871.14, that is currently sitting on the 
Balance Sheet as a loan to the conference. 

(2) More recently, ISAN provided additional funding to the conference in October 2016 
($12,451.36) and January 2017 ($7,571.40), a total of $20,022.76, which are also 
currently sitting on the Balance Sheet as a loan to the conference, giving a total Loan 
to the Conference of $45,893.90. 

(3) On the other side of the Balance Sheet, there is a loan from the Conference, 
comprising $1,330.14 sponsorship from Cyberonics from April 2015 and $34,128.34 
sponsorship from AAS, from September 2015, a total of $35,458.48.  In effect, this 
gives a net balance of $10,435.42 as a loan to the conference on the Balance Sheet 

(4) We have offset these against each other and moved it to the P&L as a loss from the 
conference on the expense side and with exchange rate issues this actually resulted in 
a loss of $11,848. 

ISAN2015 The initial budget estimate for ISAN2015 was 90000 euro however the total 
cost was in excess of 178,000 euro. The sponsorship acquired by Nicola Montano and 
significantly by AAS (Chris Gibbons) prevented a significant loss. No balanced budget 
was ever provided by the conference organisers. 
With respect to the current meeting- the only costs to be incurred as far as I am aware 
are the plenary lecturer subsidies and student travel grants- these will be represented 
in 2018 financial statements.  

 
Over the time I have been treasurer there has not been much change in the financial position 
of the Society. The Society is healthy however careful budgeting for each meeting will 
prevent any significant eroding of the account. This will enable us to put the money towards 
funding early career and student researchers to attend and importantly give oral and poster 
presentations at the meeting as has always been the intention of the society. 
The management fees of Convention Associates are very modest and I strongly recommend 
maintaining them.  
 
Subscriptions are an issue. The accounts indicate that about 13000 has been collected @ 75 
per member =173 /2 years so 80 members per year are paying- this is considerably lower than 
previously. My recommendation is that if you attend an ISAN meeting you should be a 
member- this may be an issue with combined meeting with for example AAS. 
We also need to organise a due date for subscriptions as people can pay at any time of the 
year and it is difficult to allocate them to which year- I am sure the new committee with [the 
new treasurer] could achieve this. 
Overall it has been fun to work with the ISAN committee members and I would like to thank 
them for the opportunity- with particular thanks to Keith Brain. I would like to also like thank 
Belinda and Mick Gould of Convention Associates for their detailed work always carried out 
with good humor and extreme patience. I now hand the baton to [the new treasurer]- GOOD 
LUCK 
” 

Discussion arising following the report: 
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VM and John Pettigrew: both spoken to the advantages of adding the membership fee to the 
conference fee. Roy Freeman noted that, in the case of joint meetings, attendees could be 
members of either society. This supports the long-standing practice of joint society meetings.  

International Secretary (KB): 

• James Brock (secretary) notified his intention to step down from the post of the 
secretary before the next AGM; those interested are asked to contact the new 
president. 

• Discussed society website improvements since the last AGM 
• Pointed out the long-standing and important contribution to the running of the society 

by the Melbourne-based secretariat run by Mick and Belinda Gould. 

5. Report from the journal: Autonomic Neuroscience Basic and Clinical (Roy Freeman) 

RF expressed the intention of the journal to have a closer relationship with the society, for 
which there was general support. He reported the appointment of new board members and 
changes in their meeting timings. Members of the society were reminded to cite the journal 
where it was scientifically appropriate to do so. There was general agreement that a report for 
the journal could become a regular part of ISAN AGMs  

6 . Conference abstracts: Opinions were sought as to an online location for conference 
abstracts. They key suggestions were either the ISAN website or, preferably, an online open-
access journal or archive like bioRciv. 

7. Election of the executive committee: 

Results of the presidential election: Two candidates were nominated. Therefore, online 
voting through “electionbuddy” was initiated prior to the meeting. Follow the close of the 
poll: Bruno Bonaz elected president for 2017-19. 50 members voted during the election. 

Results on the elections for posts with only one nominee 

Past-President: Kevin Shoemaker (no nomination required) 
Vice-President: Kalyanam Shivkumar (appointed directly as other 2nd nominee, KS, 
appointed to another post) 
Treasurer: Simon McMullan 
Secretary: James Brock 
International Secretary: Keith Brain 
 
Regional representatives: 
Africa: Miran Rakha 
Asia: Harumi Hotta 
Australasia: Pascal Carrive 
Europe: Christina Nassenstein 
North America: Mark Stewart 
South America: Ana C. Takakura 
 
Representatives at large (including members nominated at the meeting) 
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Bill Farquhar (accepted nomination at the meeting) 
Vaughan Macefield 
Julian Paton 
Valentin Pavlov 
Javier Stern   
 
Open nominations for unfilled posts: Nil. 

Responses: Bruno Bonaz thanked the members for their support. He also thanked Yvette 
Tache for inspiring him to join ISAN. 

8. Policy positions from ISAN: Case: Redefining the autonomic outflow of the sacral cord 
(KB). During this meeting a debate was held to discuss a society view on the nomenclature 
used to describe the sacral autonomic outflow. The conclusion was “That the autonomic 
outflow of the sacral cord should remain classified as parasympathetic”. This view was 
endorsed at the meeting. It was noted that forthcoming US meetings would also allow further 
discussion. 

9. ISAN 2019 (JA): Los Angeles, 2019. JA reported that the conference would be held in a 
new convention centre on campus and that student housing would be available. The LOC 
were already fundraising; the meeting was expected to run in the 2nd or 3rd week of July. 

10. ISAN 2021 (KB): A call for bids would open with a few weeks, with an email to 
members and notices on the ISAN website. The format of the call would be largely similar to 
that for ISAN 2019. 

11. Other business:  
Trade exhibitors: there was general agreement that was a need to encourage members at 
ISAN meeting to meet with the trade exhibitors, who supported the meeting financially. 
 
2017 Geoffrey Burnstock Awards: kindly funded by Elsevier, these were awarded to: 
Best Oral Presentation in basic research: David Farmer (Australia) 
Best Oral Presentation in clinical research: Takayaki Fujii (Japan) 
Best Poster Presentation in basic research: Yoshiko Nakamura (Japan) 
Best Poster Presentation in clinical research: Peter Burke (Australia) 
 
Next AGM: 2018: yet to be announced. 
 
Appendix: Slides presented at the AGM (including Financial reports): File 
“AGM_Slides_2017.pdf”. This forms part of the minutes. 
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AGM 2017

Agenda:
1. Confirmation of Quorum and Apologies
2. Approval of minutes of AGM for ISAN for 2015
3. Business arising the Minutes.
4. Committee reports upon the transactions of the Association since the last 
general meeting

President ‘s report (KS)
Treasurer (AG)
Secretary (KB)

5. Report from the journal: Autonomic Neuroscience Basic and Clinical (Roy 
Freeman)
6. The fate of conference abstracts
7. Election of the executive committee:

Results of the presidential election
Results on the elections for posts with only one nominee
Open nominations for unfilled posts

8. Policy positions from ISAN: Case: Redefining the autonomic outflow of the 
sacral cord (KB)
9. ISAN 2019
10. ISAN 2021 (KB)
Other business
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Elections for posts with one nominee
Role Country Person

Vice-President Kalyanam Shivjumar

Past President Kevin Shoemaker

Secretary (Australian resident) James Brock

Treasurer Simon McMullan

International Secretary Keith Brain

Representatives at large 
(6 posts) Africa Miran Rakha

Australasia Pascal Carrive

North America Mark Stewart

Asia Harumi Hotta

Europe Christina Nassenstein

South America Ana C. Takakura

Ordinary Members (5) Julian Paton

Vaughan Macefield
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Outcome from Seminar 11: 
Redefining the sacral autonomic 

outflow?
1. That the autonomic outflow of the sacral cord 

should remain classified as parasympathetic
2. That the autonomic outflow of the sacral cord 

should be considered neither sympathetic nor 
parasympathetic

3. That the autonomic outflow of the sacral cord 
should be classified as sympathetic

ISAN 2019
Los Angeles, California, USA 

(UCLA campus) http://luskinconferencecenter.ucla.edu/
July 2019   (tentative)

/

Local Organizing Committee 
K. Shivkumar MD PhD

Jeffrey Ardell PhD
Yvette Tache PhD

International Program 
Committee

Organizing Secretariat:
UCLA

http://luskinconferencecenter.ucla.edu/
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AGM 2017


